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l. General

f. gpecial heavy-duty cars with the nscessary cepacity and
loading platform are required for the shipping of medium and
heavy tanks. The required cars are four or six-sxle cara
{this number of axles 18 required for.a better distribution
of axle pressurej ranging from a minimum loed capacity of
30 tons up to 5S¢ tons and having a usable length of 8.8 to
15 metors. Standerd two-axle flatcars, due to their insuf«
flclent loed oapacity of 15 to 20 toms,cannot be used or to
only a very limited extent.

b. The rolling stock of e country generally includes a small

percentage of such four-axle end six-axle flatcars. [::::::::] 50X1-HUM

1 to 1} porcent of the total inventory of freight cars in
countries with a highly developed railway
systom (soviet zone of Germany and sustria,
Hungary and gzechoslovekis),

under lvﬁercent in countries with a less dense railway net
: and loss industrialized (Poland, Bulgaria,
Rumania, Yugoslavia). '

¢c. If suitoble flatcars are not awvnilable in sufficlent num-
bers, the Joviets often use 2 flatcars of a lesser load capacity
Tor the londing of heavy tanks {see innex). By using these two
cars as one unit, the center of the tank being placed above the
buifers resting on iron platforms, the required load capacity is
obtained. This procedure will, however, always remain a make-
shift measure detrimental to reilrond operations.
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2.' officiel records arc evailable only for the soviet lone

of germany. For this reason only an estinate based on
the empirical values mentloned in pora 1lb above 1is pos=
sivle.

a. qovict pone of germany:

(1) Heavy-duty fletcors of four and six axles available in
the. entire zone according to statistlical records {status
of 3p June 1948):

Servicesbloes ' ) . 1,025 cars 50X1-HUM

glightly danmaged: 293 cars
Heavily damacgedi 193 cars
Total: : 1,471 cars

(2) nreakédown of flatcers availeble in the perlin Rell-
road District, according to loc¢:l resistretions (status
30 April 1949):

(a) rFour-axle flatcors with a load

capecity of up to 25 tons = ]
30 tons - 73
25 tons - = 104
40 tons = 39
45 tons -~ 3
50 tons = 8
upward of 50 tons - 4
(v) gixeaxle flatcars :ith a load .
capacity of up to 40 tons = .
50 tons -~ 12
60 tons «= -
80 tons = 2
votal: 255 oars

povrever, the stock reports of a single railroad district
administration are of only linited velue a8 the reportod
figures are subject to daily fluctuations due to the constant
exchange of cars between the ind ividual railrosd districts.

'(3) sor the entire sovict Lone of Germany the present stock
of such heavy-duty rlatcarg is estlnsted at 1,300 to 1,500 .

in a~praising this figure it has to be considered that these

cars are in poor coudition ound rathor overe-sge so that 20.%o0
3¢ percent ol thew are constantly deadlined Tor reépair. .

The nunber of newly built cars added to the rolling stock
is believed to be very saall slice e rolling stock construc~-
tion progras did not sturt in the sovict zone beflore 1949,

et interest in thes is illustrated VY a so0vict decrce
ated 16 Janusry 1€5C ordering the »-ilroed dlstrict sdnlnise-
tpetions to report twice a dzy their stocks of scrviceable
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heavy duty cars und .those copable of transit operations (type
designetionss 3371, 33V, 39YS, JS9ya8).

b, Ppoland:

whe polish freight cer park is estiinted at 15¢,06C to 18¢,00C
units couparced vith sn inventory nwabcer of 159,937 in 1939.- This
astincte is reached by considering the war losses on one hand and
the considerable booty mode in the polish occupied territory on
the other. npeiorc the war only fev heavy=-duty flutcars were
availzblo in poland; those avallable at present, an estimated

300 to 5C0 at nost, represent forner Gernan stocks, oniy a minor
percentage being post-tmr acquisitions (imports or own production).

C. czechOBIOVQkia: : .

pue to the very efficlent railroaed car industry of the country

the number of freight cars available in Czechoslovokias has reached,
if not excceded, the 1937 -level of 85,600 cars, The present stocek
of freight cars may be assumcd to amount to 100,000 unrits, including
1,000 to 1,200 heavy-duty flatcars. .

The type designation of these cers is *p" (Pplosinovy) with a
small letter attached, indicating speclal designs as to the load
capacity. A relatively lar.e number of German ¢ars of this type
was left 1o the country by the Germons at the end of the var.
These cars forned the nucleus of the present poark of such flat~
cars which is currently being expanded by nsw constructions,

4., Hungary:

The 1938 freic-ht cor prrk anounted to 54,773 units. Taking into
account both war losses nnd postewar constructions, it is rather
safc to estinate the present park of freisht cars st 35,000 units,
{The country has tveo modern railrozd car I'sctories, the ganz

& @0 pir: in Budapest and the gyoer Railrozd Car faetory.) The
nunber of heavy~duty flzatears lay be estinoted at 300 to 400,

The prototype ol a four=axle flatcar provided with dallebearings

end hoving o load capacity of 4¢ tons was built at the Ganz & Co

Rilrocd Crr Plcat in 1948. TIts tipe desiznotion is LA. It may
. be assuncé th-t the quantity production of this type eor has

storted snd that this production will lezd to a zradusl increase
- of the available stock of heavy=duty flatears.

e, gumanie!

The present freight car park is estinested at 55,000 to 65,0C0
{1938 .inventory number: 66,295). In accordence v'ith para 1b
sbove, the number of aveilgble heavy-duty flotcars ls estimeted
at 200 to 3c0. The bulk of thesse cars 1s probably of German
origin, : .

£. Bulgaria:
yproxizately 10,000 freisht cars were avallable 1n late 1948.
probably only 50 to 80 of these are capable of transporting heavy

tanks, since Bulgaria did not hawe such flatears before the war
and the nuuber of cars left by thc Germans vms anall.
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&. yugoslaviag

iTo {igures relstive to the slze of the Creight eor prrk of
this country are available so thut there is no besis for an _
estizute of the available number of hecvy-duty cars.y ‘ |

h. woovist .sone of -ustria:

deliatle date are not available. Un the .basis of o rough asti-
mate the freight esr nerk is belleved to umount to 13,000 to
15,¢00, includin:; an estinated 13¢ to 180 heavy=-duty flatcars.
1any Gernan. freight cors were left In .ustria at the end of
-rorlid Tar 1Y .

since none of the mentioned countries has larze stocks of
hecvy-duty flatcars suitsble Tfor the ship»ing of medium or

heavy tanks -the. soviuts will only be cble to neet thelr re-
quirements Tor large-scsle operations by a concentrat ion.

of such cars nt ccrtzin points. such concentrutions of raile

roud csrs cunnot be comouflaced rnd they would indicate iami-

nent operations well in sdvsace of P-day. \ 50X1-HUM
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1 -nnexy mprovised Loadin; of ijexvy soviet Wunils on
' ~latears vith dnsuificicut Lood Cupacity.
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(Rails or planks used as center support)
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